  Date Received _______________     Amt $ _______________     Check #_______________

  Received By _________________          Receipt # _________________

REQUEST FOR CUSTODIAL CARE INSPECTION
An Inspection will not be scheduled until a fully completed form has been submitted and fee has been paid.

Facility Type     o Day Care     o Group Residence     o Foster Care     o Adoption     o Other
Inspection Type   o New Facility
  o Annual Re-inspection       o One Time Inspection (Adoption Only)

Name of Facility __________________________________________   Phone #________________

Address of Facility________________________________________________________________
                                                       Street                                                                                         City                                    Zip Code

Name of Person to Contact for Appointment _______________________  Phone #  ___________
Inspection Fee:  $50.00


             Make Checks out to City of Lago Vista and remit to:  

City of Lago Vista/Development Services
P.O. Box 4727

Lago Vista, TX 78645

(Walk-Ins)

5803 Thunderbird
Lago Vista, TX 78645

HOME HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDELINES

(Guidelines for persons seeking to adopt or foster children)


Many families today are looking to foster or adopt children.  One of the obstacles facing them is making sure that their home meets the health and safety requirements of their local jurisdiction.  The following is a brief synopsis of the most common health and safety guidelines.   NOTE: This synopsis is only general in nature and may not include all of the requirements or guidelines of your local jurisdiction.  Contact your local health authority and/or child protective agency to inquire about any possible additional requirements.   

At first glance, your home will start to be evaluated before the inspector even reaches your front door.  Make sure that your yard is well groomed and void of any junk, trash or rubbish.  Tall grass and weeds can act as rodent and insect harborage as well as be used as camouflage for snakes and other potentially dangerous animals.  The presence of large items on your property such as inoperable vehicles or discarded appliances can be entrapment hazards.  These items should be eliminated or stored in such a way to prevent access.  In addition, make sure that your yard is landscaped in such a way that standing water is not allowed to collect on your property.  This includes altering, positioning or storing artificial containers such as potted plants, bird baths or other items such as ashtrays so that they won’t collect and hold water.  If you have a swimming pool and/or hot tub, an adequate perimeter fence should be in place.  If not, door alarms should be installed at all doors that open out to the pool area. Getting the exterior of your home in shape is half the battle.

Once the outside of your home is secure, it is time to turn your attention inside your home.  If adopting or fostering small children, the first thing to do inside your home is to try to make your home as child proof as possible.  First and foremost, store all chemicals, poisonous agents and medicines up and out of reach of small children.  Otherwise, make sure that ALL areas where chemicals, poisonous agents or medicines are stored have child safe locks in place to prevent entry.  Entry into a garage, unless designated as a SAFE play area, should be prohibited and prevented.  All sharp objects such as knives or scissors should be stored out of reach and/or locked away.  ALL accessible electrical outlets should have child protective covers if they are not already designed by the manufacturer with child protective devices.  Make sure that tall freestanding furniture or items such as TV’s that are stored off the floor on top of furniture are secured in such a way to prevent tipping.  Bunk beds, if used, must not be put in place beneath or near low hanging ceiling fans.  Adjust the thermostat of your hot water heater at or below 120°F/49°C to minimize the possibility of scalding.  NOTE: IT IS SUGGESTED THAT GUNS ARE NOT KEPT IN THE HOUSE WITH CHILDREN.  Though exclusion of guns may not be required, it is STRONGLY suggested that guns are locked away in a cabinet and that approved trigger locks are in place on each and every gun.

Regardless of the age of the child, other general health and safety issues must be given attention.  For example, drinking water must be supplied in a safe and sanitary manner.  If a private well is in use it must meet the standards of your local health authority.  Also, if an on-site septic system is being used it as well should meet the standards of your local jurisdiction and be properly maintained at all times.  Adequate hand washing facilities must be provided and supplied with soap and towels.  Clean linen must be provided and maintained clean.  All food and drinks must be of safe quality.  Additionally, all foods must be stored, prepared and served under sanitary and safe conditions.  Adequate facilities must be in place to properly wash and sanitize food equipment.  Finally, adequate lighting, ventilation and heat must be in place. 
Though not generally a part of health and safety inspection, attention should also be given to the following.  First, if you have pets, make sure that your pets are free of ectoparasites and diseases.  All pet vaccination records should be kept on hand for review if required.  Second, make sure you have a fire safety plan in place.  Fire drills should be conducted on a regular basis.  Everyone in the household should be aware of egress points and designate a spot outside and away from the home for everyone to meet in the event of a fire evacuation.
These requirements are again general in nature.  Please contact your local health authority for more information.
CUSTODIAL CARE HEALTH AND SAFETY CHECKLIST
(FOR PRIVATE HOME FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTIONS)

Prior to your scheduled health inspection, make sure that your home is in compliance with all applicable health and safety requirements listed below.  NOTE: This checklist is only general in nature and may not include all of the requirements of your local jurisdiction.  Contact your local health authority and/or child protective agency to inquire about any possible additional requirements. 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
Yes   No

1. Buildings, grounds and equipment are clean, repaired and maintained.

2. Adequate lighting, ventilation and heat.

3. Clean sleeping equipment and linens provided.

4. Drinking water supplied in a safe and sanitary manner.

5. Sewage system approved, sanitary and meets the standards of your jurisdiction.

6. Garbage and refuse kept and managed as necessary to maintain sanitary conditions inside and outside the home or facility.

7. Insects and rodents eliminated from premises and extermination performed by professional exterminators.
8. Adequate number of hand wash facilities provided and supplied with soap and towels.

9. All food and drinks are of safe quality.

10. Food items are stored, prepared and served under sanitary and safe conditions.

11. Food equipment is washed and sanitized.

12. Pets are kept void of ectoparasites and diseases and vaccination records are kept.

13. Fire safety plan in place.

REQUIREMENTS FOR CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 8
14.  Cleaning supplies/Toxics are clearly marked, kept separate from food and kept inaccessible to children.

15. Electrical outlet protective covers are in place on ALL accessible outlets.

16. Adequate perimeter fence with self-locking gates in place around pool and/or door alarms in place at ALL doors that open out to the pool area.

REQUIREMENTS FOR CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 2
17. Diapering done on a clean, washable surface that is disinfected after each use or on a clean, disposable surface that is changed after each use.

18. Potty chairs, if used, are clean and sanitized between uses.

19. Toys used by children are sanitized at least once per day.

20. Linens, napkins, bibs and clothes are washed after each use.

SUGGESTED FOR TODDLERS
21. Static cling or adhesive stickers are placed at eye level on sliding glass or glass paned doors.
City of Lago Vista/Development Services


P.O. Box 4727, Lago Vista, TX 78645


Phone (512) 267-5259   Fax (512) 267-5265


 








